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E. O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: ASEAN - SON OF SEATO? 

1 . THE FORMAL DEMISE OF SEATO HAS EVOKED SEVERAL SOVIET 
COMMENTARIES CLAIMING THAT THE U.S. AND OTHER HOPE TO 
CONVERT ASEAN INTO A MILITARY BLOC TO COMPENSATE FOR THE 
LOSS OF SEATO. THE FULLEST RECENT COMMENTARY OF ASEAN IS 
CONTAINED IN AN ARTICLE BY M. ROSTARCHUK IN IZVESTIYA 
(JUNE 27 EVENING EDITION) IN WHICH HE ASSERTS THAT THE 
U.S., AUSTRALIA, AND CERTAIN FORCES WITHIN THE ASEAN 
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COUNTRIES ARE ATTEMPTING TO TURN THAT ORGANIZATION INTO A 
MILITARY GROUPING ALONG THE LINES OF SEATO. THIS 
THEME APPEARS ALSO IN AN ARTICLE IN IZVESTIYA (JUNE 30) 
MARKING THE END OF SEATO AND IN THE TASS ACCOUNT OF 
THE SECRETARY'S ASIA SOCIETY SPEECH (PRAVDA, JULY 1). 
ACCORDING TO THESE PIECES, WHILE SEATO HAD OUTLIVED 
ITS USEFULNESS AND HAD BECOME DISCREDITED, THE WEST 
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HOPES TO PURSUE ITS GOALS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA THROUGH 
A MILITARIZED ASEAN. HOWEVER, ANOTHER RECENT PRESS 
ITEM (TASS IN PRAVDA JUNE 25) REPORTED WITH IMPLICIT 
APPROVAL THE COMMENTS OF ASEAN'S SECRETARY GENERAL THAT 
THE ASEAN COUNTRIES HOPE TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH 
THE COUNTRIES OF INDOCHINA. 

2. COMMENT: AS THESE ITEMS INDICATE, THE SOVIETS 

REMAIN AMBIVALENT ABOUT ASEAN, BUT HAVE REVIVED THE MILITARIZATION 

THEME WITH ITS IMPLIED WARNING. THIS LINE WAS 

STRONGLY STATED IN A LECTURE RECENTLY GIVEN EMBOFFS 

BY YURIY KUZNETSOV, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE MFA'S SEA 

DIVISION WHO AVERRED GREAT CONCERN OVER THE PROSPECTS FOR THE 

MILITARIZATION OF ASEAN, CITING RECENT 

PRESS REPORTS FROM THAILAND AND ELSEWHERE. HE SOUGHT 

CONFIRMATION THAT CLOSE MILITARY COOPERATION WAS ALREADY 

A FACT. IN OUR VIEW, THE USSR WOULD PROBABLY LIKE 

TO IMPROVE ITS OWN RELATIONS WITH THE ASEAN COUNTRIES, 

AND IS NOT YET READY TO WRITE THEM OFF AS TOOLS OF 
"IMPERIALISM." BUT MOSCOW IS CONSTRAINED BY THE 
VIEWS OF HANOI AND VIENTIANE AND IS NOT WILLING TO 
RISK THEIR DISPLEASURE BY TAKING A MORE 
POSITIVE LINE ON ASEAN. 
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